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Third Grade

Language Arts  

The third grade reading curriculum is rich in literature. The emphasis is on independent, proficient reading for comprehension. Students use the metacognitive strategies of visualization, inference, cause and effect, synthesis and evaluation to explore various genres and authors. Classic such as The Secret Garden and The Cricket in Times Square provide opportunities for students to explore author intent and purpose, comparing and contrasting and interpretation of literature. Third graders research and present a Living Wax Museum each year where students “become” the characters whose biographies they research. Students use anthologies rich in content and themes to make connections across the curriculum. The themes in third grade student anthologies include “Money and Sense”, Smart Solutions”, One of a Kind”, and “Freedom”. 
Writing

Writing workshop in third grade emphasizes different writing styles, poetry, non-fiction pieces, and personal letters. Students continue to develop grammar, spelling and vocabulary skills through authentic writing and formal instruction to build a strong foundation in preparation for the upper elementary grade course work.  Writing is interleaved throughout the elementary and middle school curriculum through the use of math journals and science observation journals to integrate the student’s knowledge and use of writing skills.
Mathematics

The elementary mathematics courses are organized to develop a rich understanding of foundational mathematical concepts.  In third grade, students focus on mastery of the fact families of addition, subtraction and multiplication tables. Students move to increasingly abstract reasoning as mathematical concepts continue to build on the mastery of first and second grade. Students utilize math journals to conceptualize problem solving strategies and move to proficiency in mental math. 
Foreign Language
Foreign language in third grade is designed to increase the confidence of students as they continue to explore an appreciation for the study of another language and culture. Students build proficiency in vocabulary as topics continue to be introduced that are developmentally appropriate for third graders. Concepts and themes are integrated across the curriculum as appropriate to increase learning opportunities and deepen learning experiences. 
Science 
Third grade students explore the scientific process skills though the use of thematic units of study and hands-on labs. Topics of study include beginning classification, rocks and soil, natural resources, changes in matter and energy, and the solar system. Labs are used for further investigative study through observing, collecting, summarizing, hypothesis, analyzing data and presenting results of scientific investigations.

Social Studies 
Social studies involve five themes – government and civics, culture and societies, economics, geography, and historical perspective. Third graders are independent learners who are eager to absorb knowledge and to use that knowledge to explore new ideas. In third grade, the course of study traces the beginnings of government and civics with the Greeks and Romans from a historical perspective. From Rome to the beginnings of a humble democracy called America, third graders learn about economics, budgets and commerce. Geography includes the study of the regions of the United States. 
Christian Education 
The Bible course, Character Education course and Chapel are designed to instill in students a Christian worldview from which they can build a solid foundation personally and in their sphere of influence. The primary goal of our instructional program is to enable students to pursue entrance to any accredited college preparatory program. Bible and Character Development are taught intentionally with topics in the kindergarten focused on foundational principles through familiar bible stories. Starting with the story of birth, students study the life of Jesus and learn to summarize and apply the biblical application to their own lives. The course challenges students to see their value and uniqueness as an image-bearer of God, to foster personal spiritual growth and encourages students to increase in maturity of attitude and behavior as they think critically from a Christian perspective. Character Education focuses on a different character quality each month such as kindness, respect, and perseverance. Character education is interleaved within Chapel presentations to form real-life connections to enhance student learning.  

Technology 

In grades three through five, students continue to build on the technology skills learned in the lower grades by exploring publishing software, creating spreadsheets, charts, and graphs, and learning to use presentation software. Students are taught to critique and validate information as they learn to acquire information from the internet and use communication tools to participate in individual and group projects. Through interactive math and science lessons, students integrate technology seamlessly throughout their courses of study. 
Music

In grades two and three, the music curriculum builds to include the concepts of time and signature. Students are introduced to basic song building skills as they develop keyboarding skills and writing compositions. Students demonstrate their learning through performances of compositions. Several musical genres are explored to expose students to music from other cultures. When appropriate, topics in music education may be linked to other disciplines. Beginning in third grade, students may audition for the prestigious Fellowship Christian Academy Choir which performs at various venues throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
Visual Arts

The visual arts program in third through fifth grade is designed to build on the foundations at the lower school levels as it challenges students to demonstrate higher order thinking and evaluation. Students explore various artists as they develop evaluation skills for critique of fine art in all forms. Mediums such as sculpture, painting, and drawing are used to produce art compositions. When appropriate, topics in the visual arts may be linked to other disciplines. Fellowship Christian Academy students participate in the annual Art Festival competition.  
Physical Education 

In grades three through six, students are challenged in physical education as they translate the basic locomotor skills into more structured activities. Students are challenged to work cooperatively in teams and gain proficiency in sportsmanship as they learn basic volleyball skills, inline skating, bowling techniques, and basketball drills. The focus in third through sixth grade is on aerobic conditioning and strengthening to prepare students for athletics. The physical education program is designed to promote healthy, balanced wellness including proper nutrition and good exercise habits. Students are encouraged to develop physically as well as socially.  When appropriate, topics in the visual arts may be linked to other disciplines. 
Media Skills 

In third grade, information literacy skills continue to reinforced and expanded. Students learn how to use the computerized library catalog system to locate and check out books and how to choose a book for pleasure reading. The media specialist collaborates with the classroom teacher to coordinate lessons and read-alouds that cross the curriculum and enhance students’ connections as they develop into life long readers.  
Links: 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - Third Grade
Texas Performance Standards for Gifted and Talented Students
