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Eighth Grade

English Literature 
Throughout the sixth through eighth grades, the English Literature courses at Fellowship Christian Academy are designed to train students to read and think critically and communicate with effective written and oral communication. Concepts in English Literature are explored from a Christian perspective in class discussion as students are intentionally taught to read and think from a biblical worldview perspective. Integration within and across curriculum disciplines are made whenever possible to deepen student connections to learning. Grammar and vocabulary are taught to enhance oral and written expression. The vocabulary program is cumulative and based in oral discussion with word study and written application. Students are taught MLA style of writing as they conduct in-depth research from the sixth through the eighth grades with a culminating interdisciplinary project involving written and oral presentations upon graduation in the eighth grade. The course builds on foundational grammar and vocabulary skills learned at the elementary school levels as it challenges students to increase analytical and critical thinking skills at an advanced level. Students examine author styles, viewpoints, and literary devices. Students are encouraged to write with their own unique voice.  

Novel studies in various genres reflective of great works as well as contemporary literature are used to supplement the text. Some of the literature presented may challenge a biblical worldview; however, as we prepare students to face the challenges of college preparatory high school and college, FCA presents a safe environment for students to debate and discuss differing viewpoints so that students may be fully trained to defend their faith as adults. Titles are chosen with care for classical literature to lay a foundation for advance placement at a college preparatory level. Christian teachers lead students in discerning agreement and disagreement with a bibliocentric perspective as they challenge students to examine points of view and to develop personal worldviews that will serve them throughout their academic careers and beyond. FCA makes modifications to the reading list as deemed necessary. The novels for eighth grade include The Giver, To Kill a Mockingbird, Jane Pittman, and Romeo and Juliet. 

Algebra 1 
Algebra 1 is a high school credit course designed to prepare students for AP math courses at the high school level. This course begins with a review of numerical and variable expressions. Core topics include: solving equations in a single variable, graphing linear equations and inequalities, simplifying and factoring polynomials, solving rational inequalities, and applying properties of exponential and radical expressions. Students focus on applying these concepts to real world problems. The text for this course is Saxon. 1 H.S. Credit 

Spanish 1B
In Spanish 1 B, students continue to build on the basic grammatical structures learned in Spanish 1A. The goal of Spanish 1 B is to provide opportunities for students to become more fluent and conversational in using Spanish in real-life contexts. The text for this course is EMC Publishing, Navegando. ½ H.S. Credit
Earth and Space Science 
Earth Science is designed to provide students with an understanding of geology, ongoing climate changes, the interior and exterior of the earth and weather. This course will conclude with an introductory unit on Astronomy. Labs are used for further investigative study through observing, collecting, summarizing, hypothesis, analyzing data and presenting results of scientific investigations. The text is Glencoe/McGraw Hill. 

Modern History 
This course challenges students as they explore the development of the history and geography of people and places to the mid-1800s. Students utilize primary and secondary sources to research, analyze, and interpret geographical and historical data to make generalizations about the world. Students work independently and in cooperative teams to accomplish goals and objectives conducive to the course of study. Each class from sixth through eighth grades participates in a class trip at the end of each year to places such as Philadelphia, PA., Washington, D.C., and Austin, TX. The text for this course is Glencoe McGraw-Hill, The American Republic to 1877. 
Christian Education 
The Bible course, Character Education course and Chapel are designed to instill in students a Christian worldview from which they can build a solid foundation personally and in their sphere of influence. The primary goal of our instructional program is to enable students to pursue entrance to any accredited college preparatory program. Bible and Character Development are taught intentionally. The course challenges students to see their value and uniqueness as an image-bearer of God, to foster personal spiritual growth and encourages students to increase in maturity of attitude and behavior as they think critically from a Christian perspective. Character Education focuses on a different character quality each month such as kindness, respect, and perseverance. Character education is interleaved within Chapel presentations to form real-life connections to enhance student learning.  Students in sixth through eighth grades participate in a separate Chapel twice per month to study topics that are age-appropriate to their grades. 

Technology 3
At the grade levels of sixth through eighth grades, Fellowship Christian Academy students utilize the techniques and skills to fully synthesize computer science information and techniques as they master formal keyboarding. Students participate in a variety of learning activities including developing a knowledge and use of HTML language, building and evaluating websites, and using technology for primary and secondary research.  
Music

In seventh and eighth grades, students study music history investigating composers and compositions from such periods as the Medieval, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Renaissance periods. Academic and performance-based rigor increases from music appreciation and developing knowledge to music theory and musical elements. Students use vocal exercises and ear training to develop an understanding of the differences and similarities between major, minor, augmented and diminished chord structures. Instrument families such as brass, woodwind, percussion and string are introduced and students synthesize their knowledge to design, build and play an instrument.  Several musical genres are explored to expose students to music from other cultures. When appropriate, topics in music education may be linked to other disciplines. Beginning in third grade, students may audition for the prestigious Fellowship Christian Academy Choir which performs at various venues throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
Visual Arts

The visual arts program in sixth through eighth grade continues to challenge students to increase their level of creative thinking, critique and evaluation. Students produce increasingly complex compositions through mediums and research artists and their compositions using evaluation skills for critique of classical fine art in all forms. Mediums such as sculpture, painting, and drawing are used to produce art compositions. When appropriate, topics in the visual arts may be linked to other disciplines. Fellowship Christian Academy students participate in the annual Art Festival competition.  
Physical Education 

In seventh and eighth grades, students participate in activities that are related to health and fitness. Assessments include a skills based fitness test. Students may participate in team sports of volleyball and basketball as they develop the use of strategies and rules of sportsmanship that will prepare them to compete at college preparatory levels. 
Media Skills 

In eighth grade, information literacy skills continue to reinforced and expanded. Students utilize the computerized library catalog system to locate and check out books, perform research and choose books for pleasure reading. 
Links: 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - Middle School Language Arts - College Prep
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - Middle School Science - Eighth Grade
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - Algebra 1
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - Middle School History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - Spanish 

Texas Performance Standards for Gifted and Talented Students
