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Kindergarten

Language Arts and Literacy 
The kindergarten reading and writing curriculum is based on the research that effective readers use specific strategies to help them decode, encode and understand the text. Word study incorporates phonics, spelling, dictation, vocabulary which are all integral parts of our balanced literacy curriculum. Children learn sounds and corresponding symbols and are taught to blend the sounds and symbols into words and sentences as they begin using their reading skills in the fall semester. Teachers model good reading habits and comprehension strategies through read-alouds and book walks in a variety of genres including rhyming books, fiction, non-fiction, fantasy and fairy tales. Handwriting instruction includes proper pencil grip, letter formation and beginning punctuation marks to build strong small motor skills as a foundation through which students create authentic works such as class books and journals. Listening skills and habits are taught and reinforced as students mature throughout the school year. Teachers use thematic themes and center activities that cross the curriculum as kindergartners are immersed in authentic learning throughout each school day. 
Mathematics 
McGraw Hill Mathematics curriculum at the kindergarten level uses manipulatives and hands-on learning activities to enable children to learn concrete mathematical concepts. The program is organized to develop a rich understanding and foundation in number literacy, geometry, clocks and calendars, concepts of time and temperature, capacity, weight, volume and estimation. Emphasis is in numeral recognition, number sequencing, number words and patterns. 
Foreign Language

Foreign language in kindergarten is designed to instill in students exposure and appreciation for the study of language and culture. Students explore and learn beginning language skills. Students will develop conversational skills on age-appropriate topics of the kindergarten world as they explore diversity of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

Science 

Kindergarten science systematically introduces the science process skills with an emphasis on the natural world around us – God’s Creation. The kindergarten year begins with a focus on living and non-living things in our world through exploration, hands-on labs and activities, and observation. Students actively participate in creating a living garden and continue with a study of weather and seasons, matter and how things work while making connections to literature through science journals. 
Social Studies

Social studies involve five themes – government and civics, culture and societies, economics, geography, and historical perspective. In kindergarten, students study aspects of the world around them – their family, their school, their community, and their world as they explore culture and societies. The study of geography deepens their spatial sense as they learn about their world, the continents and oceans. The study of history deepens their understanding of their place in their own history. 

 Christian Education 
The Bible course, Character Education course and Chapel are designed to instill in students a Christian worldview from which they can build a solid foundation personally and in their sphere of influence. The primary goal of our instructional program is to enable students to pursue entrance to any accredited college preparatory program. Bible and Character Development are taught intentionally with topics at the kindergarten grade level focusing on foundational principles through familiar bible stories. Starting with the story of Creation, students learn to summarize stories and apply the biblical application to their own lives. The course challenges students to see their value and uniqueness as an image-bearer of God, to foster personal spiritual growth and encourages students to increase in maturity of attitude and behavior as they learn to think critically from a Christian perspective. Character Education focuses on a different character quality each month such as kindness, respect, and perseverance. Character education is interleaved within Chapel presentations to form real-life connections to enhance student learning.  

Technology 

Foundations in technology begin in kindergarten and continue through second grade with the basics of recognizing computer components, learning computer etiquette and enhancing academic skills. Students engage in individual activities and group projects that cross the curriculum in the areas of math, reading, science and social studies to encourage seamless integration in technology as they use software to express ideas and develop an understanding of how computers are used in our society. 
Music

In kindergarten through first grade, students learn by doing as they are introduced to basic elements of music including rhythm, melody, form, beat and pitch. Students demonstrate their learning of note structure, rhythmic patterns and pitch through vocalization, movement and drama. Kindergarten children begin to establish the enjoyment of music as a part of the world around them. When appropriate, topics in music education may be linked to other disciplines. 
Visual Arts

The visual arts program begins in grades kindergarten through second grades with foundational principles. Kindergarteners work on perceptual development as they learn about of lines, colors and textures. Experiences such as modeling, painting, drawing, printing, and cutting help to develop motor skills and eye-hand coordination needed for perceptual development. When appropriate, topics in the visual arts may be linked to other disciplines. Fellowship Christian Academy students participate in the annual Art Festival competition.  
Physical Education 
Kindergarteners are energetic and instruction in physical education is high-energy as students learn new ways to be active. Kindergarteners learn the basics of locomotor skills and non-locomotor skills, how to work cooperatively as a team, and how to determine spatial concepts such as personal space.  The physical education program is designed to promote healthy, balanced wellness including proper nutrition and good exercise habits. Students are encouraged to develop physically, as well as socially.  When appropriate, topics in the visual arts may be linked to other disciplines. 
Media Skills 
Information literacy begins in kindergarten. Students learn the basic rules of the library media center, the purpose of the media center, and proper book care. The difference between non-fiction and fiction are introduced throughout the year and regular storytelling is followed by activities that reinforce listening and comprehension skills. The media specialist collaborates with the classroom teacher to coordinate lessons and read-alouds that cross the curriculum and enhance students’ connections as they develop into life long readers.  
Links: 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills – Kindergarten 

Texas Performance Standards for Gifted and Talented Students 
