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Upcoming Events

e January 4
Staff Development
e January 5
Students Return
e January 18
MLK Holiday

Welcome Our
New Preschool
Staff:

Annie Eubanks and
Kaye Saulters

Contact Us

Fellowship Christian Academy
1821 W. Camp Wisdom Road
Dallas, TX 75232

214-672-9200 Office
214-672-9201 Fax

E-mail
ahawkins@ocbfchurch.org

Website

http://www.fcasoars.org

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

It’s hard to believe we’re at the half way point in the school year!

The children are growing so quickly and are learning so many new
things. One of the things | enjoy most about working with preschoolers
is witnessing those “light bulb” moments. Most often | see that “a ha!”
expression during play, when children are interacting with one
another. So often, as adults we want to see a finished product as
proof a child has grasped or mastered a concept. Remember that
children learn best through play and other hands-on experiences that
may not “show” all the things they’ve learned. Our urgency to
“teach” our children all the things they need to know sometimes gets
in the way of them discovering things for themselves. Allowing them
the opportunity to play and explore without every moment being a
“lesson” is ok!

Thank you for sharing your children with us. It is an honor and a
blessing to be a part of their lives.

A Letter to Parents on Art

The Creative Curriculum for Early Childhood states that art is an important part of

a child’s development. Drawing, painting, cutting, pasting, and playing with play

dough are enjoyable and provide important opportunities for learning. Children

express original ideas and feelings, improve their

coordination, develop small muscle skills, learn to
recognize colors and textures, and develop creativity and
pride in their accomplishments by exploring and using
art materials. Art is a very easy way to bring your
child’s school life into your home.

Here are some things you may wish to try:
e Designate a place for art materials. Include crayons, marking pens,
paper, glue, a pair of scissors, and a separate box for collage materials.
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Let your child know where art materials can be used — at the

kitchen table, at a small child-sized table, on the kitchen floor, or outside.
Encourage your child to take out the art materials and use them
independently at any time.

Find places to display your child’s art. This shows that you think it is
important and attractive.

Children’s natural love for art is something we can support together. Stay warm
and have a creative, artistic weekend!

Brain Facts from Caring for Kids

The first 12 years of life are prime time for learning. Experiences actually
change the structure of the brain. During early childhood, the developing
brain is busy forming multiple connections between nerve cells. These
connections function like the “wiring” of a computer. Each new experience
results in a new connection. By age 3, the :

child’s brain has twice as many connections

as an adult’s. Connections that are used

repeatedly become very strong. Connections

that are used infrequently are eliminated. This

“use it or lose it” principle is Mother Nature’s

way of helping each child adapt to his or her

own environment.

No SCHOOL—MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2010

School will not be in session oiMonday,

January 18h, in observance of Martin

Luther King,Jr. Day, which is a national

holiday marking the birth date (1/15/29)

of Reverend MartinLuther King, Jr., who

was thechief spokesman of thenonviolent

civil rights movement, which successfully

protested racial discrimination in federal

and state law. He was assassinated on Apfii] 1968. President
Ronald Reagan signed thieoliday into law in 1983, and it was first
observedin 1986.

Winter Activity Websites

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/coloring-pages/winter/
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http://www.dltk-holidays.com/winter/index.html
http://www.freekidcrafts.com/winter.html

